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		  Song : Alive & Breathing
		  Artist : Matt Maher

	 	 Song : All Creatures of Our God and King
	 	 Artist : Crowder

   	 	 Song : We Are
	 	 Artist : Kari Jobe
   
 		  Song : My Lighthouse
  		  Artist : Rend Collective
 
 	 	 Song : Marvelous Light
  	 	 Artist : Passion

	 	 Song : Salt & Light
 	 	 Artist : Lauren Daigle

 Message                                            Pastor Robert Miller
  

“I Am the Light of the World”

John 8:12
Deacon of the Week                              Ben BreedloveMembership is open to anyone who has 1) placed their faith 

in Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins and 
2) has been baptized by immersion

by a body of believers of like faith and practice.
We will be happy to assist you with these spiritual 

decisions.
 Meet one of our ministers at the First Steps Room, after 

the service to discuss your spiritual decision.

Pursuing
Christ FIRST

in Life, Love and
Actions

409-986-4950 fbctc.com

First Steps

Sermon Series:
The Great “I Ams” of Jesus

“I Am the Light of the World”
John 8:12

1. Jesus illuminates our __________ ____________.     	

    (Ps. 119:105, James 1:5)

2. Jesus illuminates our inner ________, ________, & 	

    ________________. 

    (1 Samuel 16:7, Ps. 137:23-24, Jeremiah 17:10, 		

    Mark 4:22)

3. Jesus illuminates the ____________ _________ 		

    _________________.

     (Isaiah 9:2, 2 Cor. 4:6, Eph. 5:8)



April 25 - May 1 
Sunday
  8:15am		  Worship Rehearsal
  9:30am		  Sunday School
10:45am		  Worship Service

Tuesday
  9:30am		  Lynn’s Dynaband Class - D100

Wednesday
12:00pm		  Ladies Bible Journaling Group - FH
  6:00pm		  JAM (7th - 12th Grade) Upper Room
  6:30pm		  Prayer and Praise
  6:30pm		  Awana - First Kids Area
  7:30pm		  Worship Rehearsal
Thursday
  9:30am		  Lynn’s Dynaband Class - D100

Friday		  Office Closed

Worship services are 
streamed live on the 
internet each week 

from our website
www.fbctc.com.

Recent services are 
also available short 
term. Click on the 

livestream logo.

Ministry Staff
Dr. Robert R. Miller, Pastor

John Talley, Associate Pastor, Worship & Administration
Dennis Johns, Associate Pastor, Families

Meschel Hara, Children’s Minister
Jenny Skarke, Worship Ministry Associate

This Week @ FBCTC A Message from Robert Miller

First Baptist Church
LIVE @ 10:45 am

Scan the QR code to access our livestream Financial gifts for April 18, 2021
                                                   Week               To Date
Financial Plan             20,810.09      62,430.28
Financial Receipt          70,447.50     109,350.50
World Missions                  40.00        1,445.00
Glass Memorial Baptistry        100.00     177,085.41
Finishing the Task                46,546.00       735,799.33

Join Pastor Robert 
for coffee and a daily 

devotional on 
spiritual formation 

Monday-Fridays at 8am on 
Facebook or Youtube.

	      I have just read Stephen Mansfield’s book, Lincoln’s Battle with 
God. It is a book about the spiritual development of Abraham Lincoln. The 
book records Abraham Lincoln, who, as a young man, was a skeptic that 
did not believe in God and certainly didn’t believe Jesus to be the Son of 
God. He didn’t believe in churches and disliked preachers. However, by his 
assassination, Abraham Lincoln spent a good part of his day praying and 
reading the Bible. He referred to Jesus as Savior; and though he didn’t join 
a church, he attended church and prayer meetings every week and gave 
generously to more than one church. Mary Todd Lincoln, Abraham’s wife, 
reported that the last words of his life were a desire to go to the Holy Land and 
experience the land of their Savior after his presidency. Through reading this 
spiritual biography of one of the greatest presidents in our country’s history, I 
was encouraged by several things.
      One, the mood of our country has been skeptical of God and the church 
before. Abraham Lincoln grew up in the years after the Revolutionary War. It 
was the Age of Reason in America. Many of the books Abraham Lincoln first 
read were critical of the belief in God, the church, and ministers. Those books 
significantly influenced Abraham Lincoln. Yet, the more he experienced life, 
especially the death of his sons and the war, the more he turned to God in 
times of crisis. The Third Great Awakening happened in the second half of the 
19th Century; and as a whole, America turned back to a belief in God. And 
most of the population were regular church attenders. In our time, this mood 
of skepticism and criticism of the church is back. I do not believe it will last. 
The truth always perseveres through tough times. 
     Abraham Lincoln never joined a church though he attended twice a week. He 
once said, “If I could find a church that practiced the Great Commandments, I 
would join that church.” He also didn’t like the pettiness of churches. He was 
put off by the church’s emphasis in Springfield, Illinois, his hometown, being 
preoccupied with the evils of dancing. He was turned off by other pettiness 
that is often found in churches. I think Abraham Lincoln would have liked First 
Baptist Church Texas City because we have made the Great Commandments 
our mission statement. “Love God with all your heart, soul, strength, and 
mind.” And “Love your neighbor as yourself.” We fall short of that, but that 
is our goal. Also, our congregation, as a whole, tries to stay away from the 
petty. Our church is not perfect, but Abraham Lincoln’s criticisms made of the 
churches he was familiar with we have been attempting to correct. 
    The other thing I am encouraged by reading Lincoln’s spiritual biography 
is that we can all change and get better. Abraham Lincoln’s writings in his 
younger life about God, Jesus, the church, and pastors certainly didn’t reflect 
in his later life. We all can grow closer to God, and we all should. 
    I picked up this book out of curiosity about Lincoln’s pilgrimage as a believer. 
I came away not only more knowledgeable but with some keen insights into 
our own time. Let’s not get discouraged but realize God is in the life-changing 
and nation-changing business. God is in control! Jesus is King! Why are we 
worried?


